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DEGEMBER 12, FOUNDATION DAY 2025
SISTERS OF MERCY

As we gather to pray on this 194th Anniversary of Foundation Day, let us invite Catherine McAuley, Anna Maria Doyle,

and Elizabeth Harley into the circle. They have just made their profession in the new Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy,
and their hearts are filled with gratitude and anticipation to return to their companions and hope and with them to live a
shared Mission of serving the poor, sick and ignorant. Take some time to be with them... Look at their faces, feel their
enthusiasm... enjoy their presence...

OPENING PRAYER

(@

God of compassion and Mercy,
source of compassion and love,
inspire us to live the Gospel call to
care for the most vulnerable. And
KINDLE in us the fire of justice
poured out in our world. May we be
like Catherine McAuley in our faith,
our love, and our hope.

Amen.

There are things that the poor value much more than gold, even if they cost nothing to the giver; among
them is a kind word, a kind, compassionate gaze, and a patient listening to their sorrows. (Catherine McAuley)

2. ... The Church, if she wants to be Christ's, must be the
Church of the Beatitudes, a Church that makes room for the
little ones and walks poor with the poor, a place where the poor
have a privileged place (cf. Jas 2:2-4). (Dilexi Te 21)

3. When Jesus looked up, he saw the rich men throwing
their offerings into the treasury. He also saw a poor widow
throwing two small copper coins there; and he said, "Truly |
say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; for
they all put into the offering of their surplus, but she, out of her
poverty, put in all that she had to live on.” (Lk. 21:1-4)




With hearts full of gratitude like Catherine McAuley, Anna Mary Doyle and Elizabeth Harley in
1831 let us reflect personally and as a Congregation on how we live our mission today... The

legacy that Catalina left us?; ... In the light of the Widow's text, is our life as a Sisters of Mercy
a generous gift of merciful self-giving?
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Happy is she who suffers with the young, the elderly and the lonely because her compassion is in
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her.

o Happy is she who greets the world with joy, with her laughter and with anticipation because in it she
shows courage

o Happy is she who lives not where she chooses but where she is sent because her freedom is in her

X Happy is she who is gentle in her speech and humble in her life because her dignity lies in it.

X Happy is she who listens attentively and stretches out her hands because in it she shows
understanding

X Happy is she who lives with simplicity and loves deeply because her sincerity is init.
X Happy is she who lives with intensity and sings "Hallelujah" to life because she lives with
conscience.
X Happy is she who has compassion, courage, freedom, dignity, understanding, sincerity and
conscience
FINAL PRAYER
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We proclaim that the fire of those who have gone before
us has never left this land. We are encouraged by the
truth that His sacred fire has become an eternal guiding
light, a fire that continually blesses us, encouraging us,
affirming us to live our lives to the fullest, for our own
benefit and for the good of all life. (John Schwiebert)

CLOSING SONG




